
BUDGETING BILLIONS
The taxpayer’s guide 

to City spending

Motor vehicle tax: 4.8 percent

State grants: 0.25 percent

Public service company tax: 1.4 percent

Charges for services: 1.4 percent

Public utility franchise tax: 1.8 percent

Pieces of the pie
An unfathomable sum of money 

though it is, $1.8 billion 

only goes so far. Here’s how 

the City is planning to parse 

out appropriations from Bill 

15, its proposed 2011 operating 

budget.

Real property tax: 36.5 percent

Public safety: 21.1 percent Footing the bill
So where does this chunk of change 

come from? A lot of it comes from the 

taxpayers’ coffers. City officials say they 

have about $2.2 billion dollars to work 

with. Here’s where they got it.

Carried over from previous 

years: 14.7 percent

Sewer renovations: 14.1 percent

Excise tax surcharge: 4.9 percent

Federal grants: 4.3 percent

Solid waste revenue: 4.1 percent

Other revenues: 3.3 percent

Bus revenues: 2.3 percent

Fuel ta
x: 2.3 perce

nt

Licenses and 

permits: 2.1 percent

Transient accommodations 

tax: 1.85 percent

Sanitation: 13.9 percent

Miscellaneous: 15.5 percent

Debt services: 18.4 percent

Utilities: 11.9 percent

General government: 9.3 percent

Culture and recreation: 4.5 percent

Human services: 4.2 percent

Highways and streets: 1.2 percent

“Across the country, you see 
a lot cities and counties going 

to default. ... dramatically 
cutting down services and 

programs. ... We don’t like to 
think that we’re going to be 
in that position this fiscal 
year. Ask me that same 

question come 2012, though.”
–Budget Chairman and Council 

member Nestor Garcia


